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BISS  URBAN  DISTRICT  CODICIL 


THE  METAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MDICAL  OFFICER  OE  HEALTH 
FOR  TEE  YEAR  1965 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  on  the  state  of  the  public 
health  in  this  District  for  the  year  ended  31st  December  1965. 


INTRODUCTION 

We  are  all  aware  that  the  problems  of  public  health  have  changed 
very  greatly  in  the  present  century  and  particularly  in  the  last 
decade.  Control  of  the  environment  and  immunisation  of  the  people  have 
reduced  the  hazard  of  infectious  disease  almost  to  insignificance  and 
education,  improved  nutrition  and  advances  in  curative  medicine  have 
similarly  played  their  part  both  in  extending  the  average  span  of  life 
and  in  improving  its  vigour.  Looking  back  on  this  splendid  record  of 
succeos.it  is  sometimes  concluded  that  there  is  nothing  left  to  do  and 
it  is,  indeed,  a very  common  attitude  of  mind  to  accept  the  present  as 
the  definitive  pattern  of  things  and  to  reject  any  thought  of  change. 

But  it  may  be  that  we  are  no  more  justified  in  accepting  the  present 
public  health  situation  as  the  ultimate  goal  than  were  those  worthies 
of  the  mid  19th  century,  and  they  were  in  overwhelming  majority,  who 
then  saw  no  need  for  sanitary  ref  on':.  Diseases  of  squalor  and  poverty 
no  longer  present  an  important  problem  but  the  diseases  of  plenty  have 
come  forward  to  fill  the  gap.  Overeating,  smoking,  the  motor  car  with 
the  accompanying  abandonment  of  our  old  fashioned  v^ay  of  getting  around 
on  two  legs , have  all  contributed  to  the  changing  disease  pattern.  And 
the  price  of  these  pleasures,  the  rush,  worry  and  competition  of  much 
modern  employment,  may  well  have  contributed  most. 

Thus  the  present  day  public  health  problem  can  no  longer  be  dealt 
with,  as  in  the  past,  bjr  appropriate  legislation,  but  by  obtaining  the 
intelligent  co-operation  of  the  people  and  this  is  what  health  educa- 
tion is  all  about.  If  health  education  is  looked  at  in  this  light  then 
it  becomes  less  a matter  to  be  treated  with  derision  and  more  the  poten- 
tial key-stone  of  the  new  publie  health.  However  there  has  so  far  been 
little  evidence  that  this  necessary  co-operation  is  being  obtained  and 
the  failure  of  health  education  is  most  clearly  demonstrated  in  the  con- 
tinuing public  enthusiasm  for  cigarette  smoking.  During  the  year  there 
were  26,399  deaths  from  lung  cancer,  the  number  increases  by  a thousand 
or  more  in  every"  successive  report,  and  at  least  90;  of  these  deaths 
would  not  have  occurred  had  the  victims  not  acquired  the  smoking  habit. 
This  preventable  annual  loss  of  life  continues  to  be  accepted  with 


massive  calm,  not  to  say  indiff erenc e , and  this  seems  such  a remarkable 
thing  tha  o I x eel  that  no  apology  is  needed  for  having  brought  the 
matter  to  your  attention  in  a third  annual  report.  The  following  death 
rates,  from  a study  by  Doll  and  fill  (1964)  , are  highly  significant. 


Death  Kates  (all  c auses)  per  1,000  male  population 


Age 

F on  - sm  0 ker  s 

Cigarette  smokers 

25-44 

1.2 

2.04 

45-54 

4.12 

7.62 

55-54 

12.08 

20.70 

65-74 

50.56 

43.  96 

75+ 

114.29 

111.57 

e noted  ■ 

that  smokers  at  any  age 

up  to  75  years  have  nearly 

twice  the  chance  of  dying  in  a given  year  than  non-smokers  of  the  same 
age.  Over  75  years  the  non-smokers  are  at  a disadvantage  but  this,  of 
course,  is  because  there  are  by  then  so  few  smokers  still  in  the  race. 

In  the  second  half  of  the  year  the  Minister  of  Health  asked  local 
authorities  to  reconsider  the  position  in  regard  to  the  fluoridation  of 
public  water  supplies  and  I submitted  a report  on  the  subject.  It  was 
resolved  to  take  no  action  until  the  County  Council  had  decided  whether 
it  would  be  prepared  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  measure  and  in  due 
course  the  County  decided  against,  fluoride  occurs  naturally  in  Dies 
water  in  an  amount  that  is  about  half  way  between  the  negligible  quan- 
tity that  is  usual  in  Hast  Anglian  deep  bore  water  from  chalk  and  the 
amount  that  is  optimum  for  sound  dental  health  and  there  is  evidaice 
that  the  teeth  of  Diss  children  are  in.  fact  sounder  than  those  of  chil- 
dren using  less  favoured  water  supplies.  Because  of  this  local  experi- 
ence it  night  have  carried  weight  had  Council  been  able  to  express 
itself  in  favour  of  fluoridation. 

A new  scientific  term,  hypothermia,  cane  into  popular  use  during 
the  year.  It  was  alleged,  and  it  has ’not  been  disproved,  that  many 
thousands  of  old  people  die  each  winter  from  the  effects  of  tl.e  cold. 
These  deaths  have  been  put  down  to  such  causes  as  pneumonia  or  heart 
failure  and  it  is  probable  that  in  the  majority  of  cases  there  has  been 
some  specific  disease  present,  or  perhaps  a general  senility,  but  it  is 
claimed  that  the  real  cause  of  death  has  been  excessive  cooling  of  the 
body  and  that  death  would  not'  otherwise  have  occur ed  at  that  time.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  body  temperature  is  normally  93. 4°?  and  since 
unheated  bedrooms  have  often  been  found  to  have  an  air  temperature 
below;  freezing  ( 52°! ) , it  is  not  surprising  that  an  old  person,  perhaps 
'inadequate^  fed  and  clothed  and  incapable  of  the  vigorous  heat  produc- 
ing activity  of  shivering,  should  lose  heat.  Thermal  insulation  in 
houses  is  therefore  not  only  of  economic  importance  in  avoiding  fuel 
waste  but  cf  great  public  health  importance.  The  case  for  providing 
space  heating  from  a centrel  source  in  grouped  home  dwellings  for  old 
people  must  now  be  regarded  as  prove;. . 

It  is  intend  ed  this  year  to  include  a short  section  in  the  report 
on  County  Council  services  provided  under  the  national  Health  Service 
and  Fational  Assistance  Ac’ts.  Youi*  Council  has  few  responsibilities 
under  these  - cts  which  are  cone  erred  with  individual  health  and  welfare 
but  it  is  folt  that  these  are  matters  in  which  a member  of  a public 
health  authority  ought  to  be  interested.  Furthermore,  your  Council  is 
responsible  under  the  national  Assistance  Act  for  obtaining  the  compul- 
sory removal  to  hospital  or  County  home  of  sick  or  aged  people  who  are 
not  getting  satisf actory  care  and  attention.  This  is  dangerous  ground 
on  which  either  action  or  inaction  may  be  held  wrong.  Situations  arise 
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from  time  to  time  in  which  old  people,  living  alone  in  squalor  in  dere- 
lict dwellings,  refuse  to  accept  admission  to  a County  home.  Forcible 
removal  would  evoke  criticism  of  interference  with  liberty  whilst  inac- 
tion might  be  followed  by  the  tragedy  of  fire  or  other  accidental  death, 
this  again  proving  matter  for  criticism.  I have  no  doubt  that  one's 
duty  is  to  act  in  the  best  interest  of  the  individual  and  that  possible 
public  censure  should  not  weigh  unduly. 

It  is  extremely  pleasant  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  public  health 
in  Diss  in  19&5  was  satisfac toiy.  The  average  age  at-  death  was  75»1  years 
which  compares  remarkably  well  with  an  expectation  of  life  at  birth  in 
Eh  gland  and  Wales  of  68,1  years  for  males  and  74.2  years  for  females. 

There  was  no  undue  incidence  of  infectious  disease  and  the  statistics 
relating  to  child  birth  and  infant  life  were  very  encouraging.  Meanwhile 
steady  progress  was  made  in  all  the  aspects  of  public  health  work  for 
which  your  Council  is  responsible. 


STAFF 

Dr.  D.F.  Hadman,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  served  throughout  the 
year  as  did  Mr,  D.  ITewson,  Public  Health  Inspector. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

(a)  General 

The  following  data, ’with  the  exception  of  the  last  paragraph,  is 
supplied  by  the  Registrar-General . By  'correcting'  the  birth  and  death 
rates  to  allow  for  the  age  structure  of  Biss  compared  with  the  rest  Of 
the  country,  and  by  treating  all  the  district  rates  with  the  reservation 
due  to  information  based  on  small  numbers,  it  is  possible  to  reach  con- 
clusions about  the  state  of  health  of  the  District; 

(b)  Population 

The  mid-year  population  of  Diss  Urban  District  in  19^5  was  estimated 
at  4 ,000  an  increase  of  120  over  the  19&4  figure.  Since  there  was  a 
natural  increase  in  population  of  24  it  would  appear  that  new  residents 
outnumbered  those  moving  away  from  the  District  by  very  nearly  one  hun- 
dred, 

(c)  Births 

The  re -were  68.  births  (59  boys  and  29  girls)  during  the  year.  The 
crude  birth  rate  was  therefore  17. 0 live  births  per  thousand  population 
and  the  corrected  rate  was  18.  5 per  thousand,  the  same  as  in  1964.  Tie 
provisional  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1965  was  18.1  births  per  thou- 
sand population. 

There  were  no  illegitimate  births  compared  with  2 in  the  previous^ 
year  and  10  in  1963. 

Dine  premature  babies  were  bom  and  all  survived  - a record  that 
reflects  great  credit  on  those  concerned, 

(d)  Stillbirths 


For  the  second  successive  y ear  none  was  notified  - a situation 
comparing  most  favourably  with  a provisional  stillbirth  rate  in  England 
and  Wales  in  1965  of  I5.7  stillbirths  per  1,000  total  births. 
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(e)  Infant  Mortality 


The  provisional  infant  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  I965 
was  19.0  infant  deaths  per  1,000  live  births,  a lowest  ever  figure. 

There  has  in  fact  been  a steady  decline  in  the  rate  since  1955  although 
the  decline  has  sloxved  as  more  and  more  preventable  causes  of  infant 
death  have  been  dealt  with  leaving  the  hard  core  of  cases  of  congenital 
abnormality  to  which  the  answer  is  not  yet  known. 

One  infant  died  in  hiss  in  I965  and  the  infant  mortality  rate  \ras 
therefore  14.7  infant  deaths  per  1,000  live  births, 

(f)  Perinatal  Mortality 

This  refers  both  to  still  births  and  to  infants  dying  in  the  first 
week  of  life  and  thus  gives  more  accurate  information  as  to  the  outcome 
of  pregnancy  than  the  stillbirth  rate  because  it  is  often  quite  fortui- 
tous whether  a grossly  malformed  foetus  is  stillborn  or  survives  for  a 
short  while  after  birth. 

To  suoh  deaths  occurred  in  hiss  in  1965  and  this  is  the  second  year 
in  which  this  excellent  record  has  bean  maintained.  The  national  peri- 
natal mortality  rate  for  1965  was  26.8  deaths  per  1,000  total  births. 

(g)  Deaths 


Deaths  numbered  44  compared  with  58  in  19&4  and  as  has  been  stated, 
the  average  age  at  death  was  75»  1 years  which  is  a very  satisfactory 
figure.  The  crude  death  rate  was  11,0  deaths  per  1,000  population  and 
the  corrected  rate  was  9»7  deaths.  This  may  be  compared  with  .a  provi- 
sional England  and  Wales  rate  for  1965  °f  H. 5 deaths  per  1,000  popula- 
tion. , 

Detailed  mortality  statistics  are  listed  in  Tables  10  and  11  and 
it  will  be  seen  that  25  of'  the  total  of  44  deaths  occurred  at  75  years 
or  more  of  are, 'a  proportion  of  575  which  compares  favourably  with  the 
1964  figures  of  54^.  In  previous  reports  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
the  life  wastage  suffered  by  those  dying  in  the  age  group  45  t°  65  years 
and  it  has  been  suggested  that  many  of  these  deaths  should -be  regarded 
as  preventable  and  particularly  those  due  to  the  following  principal 
causes. 


Cane  er  4 

Corcnary  disease  2 

Accidents  - 

Bronchitis  

6 8 4 

There  were  two  accidental  deaths  (6  in  1964)  and  both  were  subse- 
quent to  falls  at  home  in  elderly  ladies.  There  were  again  no  acci- 
dental deaths  in  childhood  and  there  was  no  case  of  suicide. 

00.  Hoad  Injuries  Data 

The  following  details  of  road  accidents  are  again  made  available 
by  the  Chief  Constable.  They  follow  the  pattern  of  1964  and  indicate 
neither  improvement  nor  deteriorat ion  in  this  grave  problem. 


12& 

5 

2 

2 

1 


1965 

4 : 
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Class  of  Casualty 

Fatal 

Serious 

Slight 

Drivers 

1 

2 

Fhss  angers 

— | 

1 

1 

Pedestrians 

- 

— 

2 

Motor  Cyclists 

- 

7 

5 

Pillion  Passengers 

- 

1 

1 

P edal  Cjrc  lists 

- 

1 

6 

Total 

ll 

17 

C CMMD1TI0ABLB  D ism  SES 

Thirty  eight  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  during  1965, 
the  details  "being  appended  in  tables  15  to  17.  HEA SEES  was  responsible 
for  28  of  these  notifications , the.  usual  two  yearly  epidemic  having 
started  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  Vaccination  is  now  available 
aga  inst  measles  and  the  fact  that  one.  child  in  some  5?000  cases  dies 
must  be  considered  in  judging  the  need  for  protection.  The  present 
position  is  that  no  widespread  scheme  is  to  be  offered  to  the  public  at 
this  stage  but  that  general  practitioners  will  protect  children  at 
special  risk. 

Representations  were  made  during  the  year  that  GTRIViN  1IEASLE8  or 
rubella  should  be  made  notifiable.  This  was  because  of  the  association 
of  the  disease  in  early  pregnancy  with  subsequent  congenital  abnormality. 

A minor  outbreak  of  rubella  occurred  in  September  and  October  but  happily 
without  subsequent  adverse  effect. 

Eight  cases  cf  SCARLET  LEVER  occurred  without  complication  and  the 
usual  practice  of  checking  for  carriers  among  household  contacts  of  school 
age  was  followed. 

Two  cases  of  TTJBERCIJLOSIS  were  notified  , both  being  pulmonary  infec- 
tion. One  of  these  was  diagnosed  by  the  mobile  radiography  unit  which 
visited  Liss  in  September  and  X-rayed  1,668  people  (846  males  and  822 
females).  Of  these,  19  X-rays  showed  some  abnormality  which  justified 
follow  up, 

ITo  case  of  FOOL  F0I30LI17C  nor  of  DYSENTERY  was  notified  In  1965. 

In  view  of  the. c considerable  problem  that  these  diseases  have  presented 
in  urban  areas  in  recent  years,  the  District  was  fortunate. 


MVIROEMEYTAL  EYGI W E 
(a)  Housing 

Good  progress  was  made  with  the  third  phase  of  the  Skelton  Road 
housing  development  and  at  the  end  of  the.  year  12  bungalows,  l6  flats 
and  47  houses  had  bean  completed  out  of  the  total  of  109  proposed 
dwellings.  It  was  agreed  that  the;  subsequent  housing  target  should  he 
• some  60  dwellings  a year  of  which  about  10  would  be  designed  for  old 
people. 

, (b)  Sewage  Disposal 

The  town  works  functioned  very  efficiently  and  produced  an  effluent 
of  remarkably  good  quality  considering  the  load  placed  upon  it. 

Some  further  progress  was  made  in  reducing  the  number  of  properties 
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still  dependent  on  the  night  soil  collection  service  hut  the  situation 
will  "be  unsatisfactory  so  long  as  any  regain.  This  is  particularly 
true  since  it  "becomes  increasingly  difficu.lt  to  find  people  prepared 
to  take  on  this  sort  of  work. 

Agreement  was  reached  with  Depwade  Rural  District  Council  by  which 
Depvade  will  include  a number  of  Diss  dwellings  in  its  sewerage  scheme 
for  the  Louies- Lane  area,  in  return  for  acceptance  of  the  sewerage  from 
the  whole  scheme  at  the  Diss  works. 

(c)  Water  Supply 

All  samples  of  mains  r;ater  sent  for  bacteriological  examination 
were  satisfactory. 

(d)  Food  hygiene 

It  seems  likely  that  the  assessment  of  bacteriological  cleanliness 
and  not  just  aesthetic  cleanliness  will  play  an  increasing  part  in 
modem  food  hygiene  work.  With  this  in  mind  a number  of  bacteriologi- 
cal tests  were  made  in  selected  foci  shops  and  it  was  shown  that  much 
could  be  achieved  by  the  use  of  bactericidal  detergents  coupled  with  a 
systematic  cleaning  routine. 

( e)  The  Swimming  Pool 

Routine  sampling  of  water  from  the  pool  was  satisfactory  during 
the  19£>5  season  and  there  was  no  hazard  to  the  public  health.  However 
it  is  felt  that  a number  of  improvements  are  needed  in  order  to  bring 
it  up  to  modern  standards  from  both  the  public  health  and  the  aesthetic 
point  of  view. 


COURT Y COUNCIL  SERVICES 

The  following  notes  relate  to  some  of  the  sendees  provided  by  the 
County  under  the  Rational  Health  Service  and  Rational  Assistance  Acts 
for  the  residents  of  Diss. 

The  statistics  have  already  indicated  that  the  maternal  and  child 
welfare  services  had  a successful  year.  Thirty  eight  of  the  68  births 
were  conducted  at  home  by  the  midwifery  service.  ...  survey  was  mad©"  by 
the  others'  Union  during  the  year  in  order  to  determine  th©  attitudes 
of  mothers  in  regard  to  the  child  welfare  clinics.  It  appeared  that 
the  service  was  greatly  appreciated. 

The  Welfare  Officer  for  Area  5 moved  office  from  Long  Stratton  to 
Harleston  in  1 96 5 ? hut  is  available  in  Diss  for  half  a day  each  week. 

He  and  his  staff  continued  their  excellent  work  in  arranging  for  the 
welfare  of  the  aged  and  the  mentally  handicapped  or  mentally  ill.  The 
Home  Help  Service  continued  to  expand,  partly  due  to  the  increasing 
number  of  old  people,  whilst  the  meals  on  wheels  service  continued  to 
operate  under  the  direction  of  the  W,  V, S.  and  was  greatly  appreciated. 
The  Old  People's  Club  flourished  and  its  activities  were  certainly  a 
source  of  strength  to  many  of  the  members.  Two  mentally  handicapped 
children  likely  to  benefit  by  training  attended  the  Junior  Training 
Centre  at  Attleborough  and  an  older  one  attended  the  social  centre  at 
Spooner  Row,  and  also  enjoyed  an  assisted  holiday  at  Overstrand. 

The  Depwade  end  Diss  Committee  of  the  Norfolk  Association  for 
the. -Care  of  the  Physically  Hand icapped  continued  its  good  work  and 
arranged  holidays,  visits,  home  training  and  social  functions  for  its 
members. 
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The  above  paragraphs  give  some  account  of  the  services  provided 
by  the  County  either  directly  or  through  voluntary  agencies,  for  the 
care  of  the  individual  in  need  but  it  is  far  from  complete. 

During  the  year  a site  was  approved  for  a County  Home  for  the 
Nlderly  in  Victoria  Road.  This  home  will  be  a boon  to  those  elderly 
people  of  'Diss  who  need  such  accommodation  but  who  wish  to  remain  clos 
to  friends  and  relatives. 


CONCLUSION 

I am  grateful  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Council  and  the  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  encouragement  through 
out  the  year. 

I would  like  also  to  acknowledge  the  co-operation  of  the  Clerk  of 
the  Council  and  the  Public  Eealjfch  Inspector  as  well  as  all  those  other 
members  of  the  staff  at  Diss  and  at  the  Norwich  office  who  have  always 
shown  themselves  eager  to  contribute  to  the  care  of  the  public  health, 

I have  the  honour  to  he, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


D..F. 


iDl'JdT. 


Local  Health  Office, 
As  pi  and  Road  , 
NORWICH, 

Norfolk, 

NOR  19S. 
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Table  1 , GElTSRAL  STATIST1  IC  S 


Area  (in  acres)  (including  water) 

3,674 

Estimated  Resident  Population 

4,000 

Rateable  Value 

£137,990 

Sum  produced  by  a Penny  Rate 

£595 

Table  2.  LIVE  BIRTHS 


Legitimate 

Illegitimai  e 

Males 

F emales 

r"" 

Total 

39 

29 

68 

Totals 

39' 

29 

68 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  e stilus. ted  resident  population  = 17.0 


Table  3.  STILL  BIRTHS 


Legitimate 

111  egitimate 

Mai  es 

F emales 

Total 

Ml 

ML  ■ - 

ML 

Totals 

- 

- 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,OGO  total  births  = 0.0 


Table  4.  TOTAL  BIRTHS 


Live 

Still 

Males 

Females 

I'otal 

'39 

29 

68 

Totals 

39 

29 

68 
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Tabl g 5.  IRFART  DEATHS 

(a)  Infant  Mortality  (Deaths  cf  Infants  under  1 year) 


Legitimate 

Illegit  irnat-e 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1 

1 

Totals 

1 

- 

1 

Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

Total  = I4.7  (per  IjOOO  live  births) 

Legitimat s"  = 14*7  (pen  1,000  legitimate  births) 
Illegitimate  = 0.0  (per  1,000  illegitimate  births) 


to  Keo -Ratal  Mortality  (Deaths  of  Infants  during  first  four 

' weeks) 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

. T . . 

— 

— 

Reo -Ratal  Ibrtality  Rate  (per  1,000  live  births)  = 14*7 


(c)  Early  Peo -Ratal  Ibrtality  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week) 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate  • 

- . Hales 

F emales 

Total 

RIL 

RIL 

RIL 

E&rly  I'Teo -Ratal  Mortality  Rate- (per  1,000  live- bi] 

(d)  Perinatal  Mortality  (Still  births  and  deaths  1 

rths)  =0.0 

mder  1 week) 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Mai  es 

• Females 

Total 

RIL 

RIL 

RIL 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  total  births)  =0.0 
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Table  6.  ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS  = NIL, 


Table  7»  MATERNAL  D SATES  (including;  abortion)  = NIL. 
Maternal  Mortal ity  Rate  (per  1,000  total  births)  =0.0 


Table  8.  I SITES  (All  ages) 


r — - 

Males 

Eemal  es 

To  tal s J 

24 

L_ 

20 

44  ! 

| 

Crude  Dea-th  Rate  (per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population)  = 11,0 


Table  9.  CATTLE  OF  L SATE  01'  INFANTS  UNI)  IE  OPS  YEAR 


Cause 

Males 

P enmles 

Total 

32,  Other  defined  and 
ill  defined  diseases 

— — : 

- 

1 

Table  10.  NOTH ICA'HOi1  01'  I RATES  RECEIVED  DURING  TEE  YEAR 
_ (According  to  Age  Groups) 


— 

Males 

Forales 

Total 

; Under  4 

weeks 

1 

_ 

1 

4 wks. 

and 

und  er 

1 yr. 

- 

- 

- 

1 

it 

ii 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

ii 

if 

10 

- 

- 

- 

15 

n 

25 

- 

- 

- 

25 

it 

ii 

35 

- 

- 

- 

35 

ii 

ii 

45 

- 

45 

ti 

ii 

55 

1 

1 

2 

55 

i; 

;i 

65 

4 

1 

5 

65 

it 

it 

75 

7 

4 

11 

75 

and 

over 

11 

14 

25 

To  tal s 

24 

20 

: 

44 
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TB-Tole  11.  CAUSE  OF  TOTAL  DEATHS  (Registrar-General) 


1 

j Cause 

Males 

Females 

Total 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ' 

1 

1 

11. 

Malign  ant  neoplasm,  lung,  "bronchus. 

2 

1 

3 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast. 

— 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms. 

2 

2 

4 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 

3 

2 

5 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina. 

5 

5 

10 

20. 

Other  heart  disease. 

5 

2- 

7 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease. 

3 

3 

24. 

Bronchitis. 

2 

1 

3 

! 25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system* 

1 

_ 

1 

; 27. 

Ga striti s , Bit  eritis . and  Die. rrhoea . 

1 

1 

2 

! 32. 

0 1 her  d ef  in  ed  and  i 11  -d  ef  ined  di  sea s e s . 

2 

2 

| 54. 

All  other  accidents. 

- 

. . 

2 

2 

Totals 

24 

20 

44 

Table  12.  SUMMARY  OF  BIRTH  AMD  BBATH  RiiTBS 


r 

r 

1959 

I960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

' Live  Births  (per  1,000  pop) 

(69) 

(56) 

(57) 

(79) 

(so 

(66) 

(63) 

1 Biss  IT.B. 

19.1 

15.4 

15.8 

21.  6 

15.1 

17.0 

17.0 

| Area  5. 

13.7 

14.1 

14.2 

13.9 

15.2 

14. 9 

14.4 

Big  land  & Vales  (provisional) 

> 

16. 5 

17.1 

17.4 

18.0 

18.2 

I8.4 

18.1 

| Still  Births  (per  1,000  total  births) 

(l) 

(2) 

(2) 

(3Til) 

(2) 

(Hil) 

(Hil) 

1 Biss  U.B. 

14-3 

34.5 

33.9 

0.0 

34.5 

0.0 

0.0 

A rea  5. 

19-9 

20.7 

3.9 

21.4 

29.1 

6.7 

13.5 

England  A Vales  (provisional).  ....  ....  . . 

20.7 

19.-7' 

16.7 

18.1 

17.3 

16.3 

15.7 

Crude  Beaths  (per  1?000  'pop) 

(43) 

(33) 

(45) 

(43) 

(32) 

(58) 

(44) 

< Biss  U.B. 

13.3 

10.  5 

12.5 

13.1 

8.6 

14.9 

11.0 

Area  5, 

12.4 

11.8 

12.4 

12.1 

12.2 

12.9 

13.3 

England  A Vales  (provisional) 

11.6 

H.5 

■ 

12.0 

H.9 

12.2 

11.3 

11.5 

Infant  Mortality  (per  1,000  live  "births) 

(1) 

(3)!  (1) 

(2) 

(1) 

(Mil) 

(1) 

Biss  U.B. 

14.5 

53*6 

1-7.5 

25.3 

17.9 

0.0 

14.7 

Area  5* 

25.4 

14.1 

9.0 

14*  5 

11.6 

20.5 

5.8 

Bigland  & Vales  (provisional)  .. 

22.0 

21.7 

21.4 

21.4  1 

20.9 

20.0 

19.0  j 

HOT 


1. 

2. 


Figures  in  "brackets  are  the  actual  numbers  for  Rise  U.D. 

Area  5 comprises  Beprcad e and  lodd'cn  R.Bs.  and  Biss  and  Vymondham  U.Bs, 
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Table  13.  DEATHS  DUE  TO  CAIICER  - Diss  U.D. 


.... 

. . 

■ 1959 

: 

I960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Ember  of  deaths. 

19 

5 

16 

11 

11 

9 

Percentage  of  total  deaths. 

39 

18 

11 

55 

34 

19 

2D 

Tall 


GAUGER  DEATHS  DLKIITG  LAST  FIVE  YEARS  - Diss  U.D, 


Year 

Male 

E emal e 

Total 

Total 

0 anc  ex 

Total 

Total 

Cancer 

Deaths 

Cane  er 

of 

Deaths 

Ganc  er 

of 

. 

Deaths 

Lung 

Deaths 

Lung 

1965 

24- 

5 

2 

2D 

4 

1 

1964 

33 

5 

2 

25 

6 

- 

1963 

13 

3 

1 

19 

8 

- 

1962 

25 

9 

3 

23 

7 

<- 

1961 

27 

3 

2 

10 

2 

- 

To  tal  s 

122 

L-  . . — — J 

25 

• 10 

105 

27 

1 

TaLle  15.  MDTIFICAT3D1T  OF  HTl'EDTTDUS  DISEASES  (eXCLUD  BiG  TITO  EEC  PLO  SIS) 

rAccordirijO:  to  Age  Groups  - Diss  11,1571 


End  er 

1 

1-4 

yrs. 

5-14 

yrs. 

15-24 

yrs. 

Over 

25 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

7 

8 

Measles 

1 

10 

16 

- ' 

1 

28 

Totals 

. 

1 

11 

23 

r»* 

1 

36 
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Table  16.  IHOIDEflC E OF  ETFIDCTIOUS  RISEASE  (ECCLURIIG  TUBERCULOSIS) 
R UR  ETC  LI  ST  FIVE  YEARS  - D is  s U.R. 


! 

I 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Scarlet  lever 

_ 

1 

1 

8 

8 

Measles 

140 

1.. 

95 

63 

28 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

3 

7 

■ 4 

- 

Pneumonia 

2 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 

5 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

Rood  Poisoning 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Infective  Jaundice 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

• 

1 

• 

» 

— 

— 

— 

I Totals  j 149 

1 - 1 

5 

103 

76 

35 

Table  17.  RETAILS  OR  I7E7  C..SES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  ,’OR  IE  SI  JIVE  YEARS 

Riss  TJ . P < 


r — — — 

Pulmonary  . . . 

Hale 

F enal e 

IT  on  -Pulmona  ry 

Male 

F ernal  e 

r—  • 1 1 

19ol 

1962 

— ; — 

1963 

19^4 

1965 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Riss  U.D.  - ■ Total 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Area  5*  Total 

12 

8 

6 

7 

8 

Table  18.  VACOIHATIOU  Affix  EAST  Si  ALLBOX 

Vaccination  of  children  (under  five  years  of  age) 
during  the  last  five  years  resident  in  the  Pis  trie  t 
and  Area  5,  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Riss  U.R 

• 

Area 

5- 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Humber  of  live 
births  registered. 

57 

79 

56 

66 

68 

556 

552- 

601 

592 

584 

Humber  of 
vaccinations 
recorded  (0-4yrs. ) 

62 

33 

45 

15 

25 

453 

420 

222 

276 

326 

Percentage 

vaccinated. 

100 

42 

80 

! 

23 

> 57 



82 

76 

37 

4 6 

56 

Table  19.  DIPHTHERIA  II-  i UM SATION 


The  following  is  the  number  of  primary  immunisations 
and  booster  injections  given  during  the  last' five 
years  in  respect  of  Area  5*. 


Year 

, 

Prime. ry  Injections  ’ ! Booster  Injection's'”' 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1962 

! I?61 ...... 

.Under  | Total 

1 1 Under 

5" 

Age  ! Under 

5-14  i 5 

| 

Age  " . 

5-14 

1 

! 

165  | 474 

204  j 486 

244  j 547 

155  ! 448 

295  i 598 

i 

i 

74  I 210 

28  1 125 

97  ! 94 

28  j 48 

157  | 89 

899 

342 

861 

304 

7 66 

1 

Table  20.  VACC Iil-TIPiT  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS 

The  following  is  the  number  of  primary  immunisations  and 
boosters  given  in  Area  5 since  the  scheme  commenced. 

Table  A shows  the  numbers  immunised  with  the  Salk  vaccine 
(by  injection)  and  Table  B those  given  the  Sabin  vaccine 
(Oral)  which  became  generally  available  in  mid-1962. 

(A)  Salks 


Year 

Primary 

Booster 

(3rd) 

Booster  (4th) 

Age 

Age 

Age 

1 

j Age  s 

Age 

i Age 

Age 

0-4 

3-14 

15+ 

j 0-4  | 

! 

3-14 

; 15+ 

5-12 

1965 

28 

2 

i 

18 ; 

7 

i 

i 

i s 

’ 

** 

1964.  - 

24 

5 

1 

50  f 

5 

1 

5 

1963 

31 

4 

26 

42 

6 

1 31-  • 

1962 

234 

37 

151 

1 294 

115 

i 914 

27 

1961 

601 

535 

2068 

427  ( 

228 

! 824 

3017 

I960 

397 

227 

853 

1 66 0 j 

566 

| 1636 

- 

1959 

593 

677 

2220 

i 1577  : 

3261 

1 864 

- 

1958 

1648 

3159 

154 

32 1 

1284 

2 

1957 

197 

1115 

i - i- 

- 

( . 

1956 

40 

121 

- 

! - ; 

- 

| 

! 

f 

(b)  Sabins' 


Year 

Primary 

, 

Booster  (3rd  - 

after  2 Salk) 

Booster  (4th) 

Age 

Age 

Age 

\ 

Age  ! Age 

Age 

- - - Sc  ho  o-l 

0-4 

5-14 

15+ 

0-4  j 5-14 

j 

15+ 

Age 

1965 

470 

39 

1C 

j 

519 

1964 

554 

129 

22 

5 1 

“ 

785 

1963 

424 

22 

15 

66  2 

. - 

483 

1962 

1 

• 197 

131 

1359  ' 

230  | 312  - 

1077. 

-426. 

s Records  of  persons  over  15  years  not  available. 
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Table  21, 


. IIMJNISaTION  AG4IN3T  WHOOPING  COUGH 

The  following  is  the  number  of  whooping  cough 
primary  immunisations  recorded  in  Area  5 during 
the  last  five  years.' 


Tear 

. 

Primary- 

~ 

Booster 

. 

' 

Under  1 

Age  1-4 

Age  5-I4 

Total 

Under 



! 

\ 

5 

1965 

161 

302 

4 1 

467 

I85 

1964 

202 

276 

8 ! 

486 

89 

1963 

244 

301 

5 j 

550 

86 

1962 

149 

291 

12  S 

452 

45 

1961 

291 

300 

26  f 

617 

82 

Table  22.  BMJNISiTION  AGAIN ST  T5IANUS 

The  following  is  the  number  of  tetanus  immunisations 
recorded  in  Area  5 during  the  last  five  years.  Immuni- 
sation against  this  disease  was  included  in  the  County 
Council's  scheme  in  September  1958* 


Year 

Primary 

1 

Bo  oster 

- 

Age- 

■ Age 

Age 

. 

Age 

Age 

! A.g.e  . 

i 

Age 

Under  1 

1-4 

5- 14 

j 15+ 

1 . 

1-4 

; 5-m 

15+ 

I965 

I65 

310 

355 

} 

! * 

212 

j --- 

1 1589 

a 

. 1964 

204 

282 

136 

124 

131 

| 418 

65 

1963 

242 

306 

r -504- 

j 219  • • 

100 

j — -284  - 

44 

1962 

152 

312 

725 

399 

50 

! i°3 

37 

1961 

282 

329 

1651 

! 580 

} 

73 



1 80 

1 

63 

s Records  of  persons  over  15  not  available. 


Table  23.  B.C.C-.  VACCINATION  AGAINST  TUBERCULOSIS 

This  is  given  at  the  age  cf  13  years  to  all  school 

children  who  do  not  react  to  the”  tuberculin  skin  -test. 
Number  of  skin  tests  and  subsequent  B. C.  G.  vaccina- 
tions in  Area  5 in  the  last  five  years  is  recorded. 


Year 

Number 

Skin 

Tested  ... 



. 

Number 

Positive 

Number 

B.C.G. 

Vaccinated 

1965 

556 

86 

427 

1964' 

474 

-68 

-382. 

1963 

472 

97 

352 

1962 

586 

146 

434 

1961 

426 

104 

303 
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THE  AM  ML  REPORT  01'  THE  PUBLIC  H-iALTE  III  SPEC  TOR 


TOR  THE  YEAR  19  65. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Miss  Oakes  and  Gentlemen  , 

I submit  for  your  information  the  Annual  Report  of  your  Public 
Health  Inspector  for  the  year  1965. 

I would  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 
for  their  interest  and  help  during  the  year  and  to  express  my  apprecia- 
tion for  the  assistance  given  by  Dr.  D.E.  Hadman,  Mr.  C.R,  Milliamson 
and  his  staff. 


D.  Hews  on. 


Public  Health  Inspector 


. 

' 


STE’IRAC-E,  COi'T S ER  VATIC  Y MD  DRAHTAGE 


The  total  flow  through  the  sewage  works  during  1965  was  almost  95 
million  gallons  which  was  an  increase  of  some  17  million  gallons  over 
the  previous  year.  With  water  consumption  figures  the  same  as  in  1964  , 
this  increase  of  17§^-  in  the  flow  through  the  sewage  works  is  fair 
comment  cn.  the  weather  conditions  of  1965.  But  more  important  it  gives 
some  idea  cf  the  volume  of  water  which  could  he  diverted  if  separate 
storm  water  sewers  were  available  in  the  town.  It  may  be  necessary  at 
some  future  time  to  give  consideration  to  such  provision  to  enable  the. 
works  to  be  put  more  fully  to  its  main  function  of  dealing  with  sewage. 

A series  of  samples  were  taken  of  ’trade  effluents’  and  gave 
interesting  results  as  to  B.O.D,  and  suspended  solids  but  more  tests 
are  needed  before  one  can  fairly  assess  the  normal  strength  of  such 
effluents. 


WATTE  SUPPLIES 

The  total  water  consumption  figure  of  118  million  gallons  for  the 
year  was  the  same  as  in  1964.  The  works  continued,  to  function  satis- 
factorily apart  from  a breakdown  of  ho.  4 pump  which,  however,  was  got 
back  into  service  before  any  serious  inconvenience  was  caused  to  consu- 
mers. 


The  water  has  continued  to  be  of  good  chemical  and  bacterial 
quality. 

Further  tests  ere  taken  during  the  year  to  check  on  the  fluoride 
content  of  the  town  water  and  the  results  showed  that  borehole  ITo.  1 
was  yielding  water  with  0.2  p.p.m.  and  borehole  ho.  2 with  0.35  p.p.m, 
and  borehole  ho.  4 ■ ith  0.70  p.p.m.  The  normal  use  of  the  different 
boreholes  and  the  resultant  mixing  of  the  water,  would  result  in  an 
average  of  about  O.56  p.p.m.  fluoride  - or  approximately  half  the 
recommended  dosage.  The  Norfolk  County  Council  decided  against  the 
addition  of  fluoride  to  water  supplies  in  the  county  area.,  and  so  no 
further  action  can  be  taken  by  hiss  Urban  District  Council  at  the 
present  time. 


BDUSIhG 

(a)  hew  Housing  Accommodation 

Luring  the  year  good  progress  was  made  towards  the  completion  of 
the  last  phase  of  the  Sic  el  ton  Road  Estate  and  a further  2 6 x 3 bedroom 
houses,  14  x 2 bedroom  houses  and  16  x 1 bedroom  flats  were  finished 
and  occupied  during  the  twelve  months.  These  56  units  of  new  accommo- 
dation provided  homes  for  158  persons  (129  of  whom  were  already  living 
within  the  U.D.  area  and  29  from  outside). 

A further  15  properties  became  available  for  re-letting  (including 
2 aged  person’s  bungalows)  and  a further  46  people  were  re-housed  into 
these  (33  of  whom  were  already  living  within  the  urban  district  area 
and  13  from  outside). 

Luring  the  year  27  private  dwellings  were  completed  and  occupied 
and  one  other  property  which  had  been  subject  to  a Closing  Order  was 
renovated  and  brought  back  into  use.  To  partly  set  against  this  were 
5 units  of  accommodation  lost  by  conversion  or  demolished  to  make  way 
for  other  developments. 
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00  Council  Bouse  Applicants 


During  the  year  95  fresh  applications  were  added  to  the  list  of 
families  requesting  the  allocation  of  Council  housing  accommodation. 
This  is  slightly  less  than  the  previous  year  hut  is  partly  accounted 
for  by  the  Council  deciding  not  to  accept  on  to  the  main  waiting  list 
those  persons  who  neither  live  nor  work  in  Mss.  £t  the  end  of  the 
year  tnero  remained  199  cases  on  the  list  who  come  within  one  or 
other  of  these  categories. 

( o ) TJnf  it  Pro  per  ties 

During  I9S5  a total  of  11  unfit  houses  were  formally  dealt  with 
under  the  provisions  of  the  housing  Act,  1957?  .and  were  made  subject 
to  Closing  or  demolition  Orders. 

From  houses  already  subject  to  such  Orders  lo  families  (total  of 
46  persons)  were  re-housed  into  Council  accommodation. 

Since  1945  a total  of  13I  houses  have  been  formally  dealt  with  by 
the  Council  as  unfit  for  habitation.  In  the  S years  ended  3i.i2.i9G5, 
7-9  '°f  that  number  have  been  dealt  with  whilst  151  new  Council  proper- 
ties (plus  19  in.  the  aged  persons  scheme)  naive  been  completed  and 
. occupied  in  the  same  period.  This  is  a record  which  I think  the 
Council  should  view  with  some  satisfaction. 

During  the  year  the  I.nnistr"'  of  Dousing  and  Local  Government 
required  local  authorities  to  su  "it  an  estimate  of  the  number  of 
houses  considered  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  by  the  standard 
now  applied  when  considering  whether  property  should  be  condemned. 

The  number  of  properties  included  in  such  return  was  178.  This  may 
.se.em  to  be  rather  high,  representing  as  it-  does  slightly  more  than 
10?  of  the  total  number  of  properties  in  the  Town.  It  must  be  home 
in  mind,  however,  that  this  figure  includes  an  appreciable  number  of 
’border  line'  properties  which  may  well  be  saved  if  owners  are  prepared 
to  repair  and  improve  them  in  the  next  five  years  or  so.  Indeed  by 
the  end.  of  the  year  it  already  seems  probable  that  ’eleven  properties 
will  be  able  to  be  excluded  from  this  list. 

(d)  Inprov emen t Gran t s 


During  the  year  a further  23  applications  were  approved  for 
Standard  Improvement  Grants,  bringing  the  total  number  of  such  grants 
approved  to  10 1.  Payments  of  £1,454.  3*  8d.  were  made  in  respect  of 
eleven,  properties  in  which  improvement  works  had  been  completed.  The 
total  amount  of  money  paid  out  in  Standard  Improvement  Grants  has  new 
reached  £8,312. 5. 7d.  for  71  properties  improved. 

The  23  grants  approved  during  the  year  included  si::  cases  where 
it  was  agreed  to  give  the  extended  f inane ial  assistance  which  the 
Housing  Act,  19 04?  made  possible. 


POOD  PR3TSSS 

During  the  year  a total  of  103  visits  were  made  to  food  premises 
in  - the  town.  It  was  only  necessary  for  five  informal  notices  to  he 
served  in  respect  of  minor  contraventions  of  the  Pood  Hygiene  Regula- 
tions. 

Two  food  premises  were  in  course  of  carrying  out  major  sclianes 
of  rec on st rue t i cn  anc  in  both  cases  discussions  resulted  in  modifica- 
tion of  original  schemes  to  ensure  full  compliance  with  the  Pood 
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Hy  gi en  e Re  gu lat ion  s , 

Two  complaints  were  made  concerning  the  condition  of  food  sold 
from  local  shops.  One  related  to  the  mouldy  condition  of  certain 
packeted  cakes  and  this  was  found  to  he  due  to  the'  shopkeeper  not 
using  his  stock  in  proper  rotation  and  keeping  the  goods  too  long  on 
his  counter. 

The  other  complaint  related  to  the  condition  of  a certain  canned 
meat  product.  The  manufacturers  voluntarily  vrithdrow  the  remainder 
of  this  particular  consignment  following  laboratory  tests. 

Series  of  swab  tests  ' ere  carried  cut  on  equipment  in  use  at 
certain  food  premises  to  check  on  the  bacterial  cleanliness  of  knives, 
slicing  machines,  cutting  benches,  servers  etc.  Whilst-  many  more 
tests  will  have  to  be  carried  out  before  any  definite  conclusions  can 
be  arrived  at,  it  does  seem  that  with  the  proper  use  of  bactericides 
for  washing  equipment  in  place  of  the  ordinary  household  detergent 
much  improved  bacterial  standards  are  obtainable. 

During  the  year  condemnations  of  unsound  food  resulted  in  the 
following  being  dealt  with  as  unfits - 


oO  lbs.  carcase  meat 


51  lbs.  cooked  meat  and  meat  products 
414.  lbs.  tinned  meat 
18  lbs.  tinned  fish 


268  lbs.  tinned  fruit  and  vegetables 
50  lbs#  other  foods 


slaughter  facilities  m>  meat  ihspiutige 

The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  at  the  Chapel  Street 
slaughterhouse  in  1965  v/aG  an  increase  on  last  year  and  is  the  great- 
est throughput  since  1953*  There  has  been  a big  increase  in  the 
number  of  pigs  being  slaughtered  - an  increase  of  3 5/  over  the  preced- 
ing two  years. 


1 "■  * 

Year 

Cattle 

Pigs  . 

Sheep 

— 

Calves 

MTi  1 

Total 

1955 

90C 

1630 

363 

ML 

2893 

1964 

SCI 

1207 

302 

3 

2413 

1963 

1062 

, 

1205 

40  3 

7 

2673 

... i 

Meat  and  offal  condemned  amounted  to  12  cwts.  55  lhs.  This  figure 
is  slightly  higher  than  average  but  appreciably  lower  than  the  amount 
of  meat  and  offal  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  in  1964. 

!To  whole  carcases  had  to  be  condemned. 

ITo  tuberculosis  was  found  in  cattle  and  only  slight  T.B.  in  1.8^ 
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of  all  pigs. 

Minor  diseased  conditions  we ro  found  in  6.  Jjc  of  all  cattle,  6.436 
of  all  pigs  and  6g  of  all  sheep.  The  greatest  part  of  these  d i s ea s ed 
conditions  were  found  in  livers  and  were  caused  by  liver  fluke,  abscesses 
or  parasitic  infections.  Ho  cases  of  cystic ercus  bovis  were  found  during 
the  year.  The  number  oi  visits  made  by  your  Public  Health  Inspector  to 
the  slaughterhouse  has  .again  increased  to  334. 


REFIT se  COLL SC  TIO H ALT)  PI5P0  SAL 

The  .additional  new  duellings  in  the  town  again  increased  the  total 
volume  of  refuse  collected  during  the  year.  It  became  increasingly 
difficult  to  regularly  maintain  the  weekly  collection  service  and  by 
the  end  of  the  year  the  crew  were  working  at  about  1053'  capacity  to 
keep  the  service  going.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  i960  will  see  a new 
collection  vehicle  of  much  larger  carrying  capacity  so  that-  more  time 
can  be  spent  on  the  actual  emptying  of  bins  and  less  tine  on  running 
to  and  fro  the  tip  in  order  to  empty  the  vehicle. 


Sv'/IILTFC  POOL 

The  cold  sunless  summer  meant  rather  less  use  than  normally  of 
the  ir.lue  Have"  swimming  pool.  Regular  samples  of  the  water  were 
taken  for  bacterial  examination  and  showed  -that  the  pool  water  was 
being  kept  in  an  excellent  state  of  cleanliness. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  All  RkILwAY  PREHISDS  ACT,  1963. 

During  1965  a further  7 premises  were  added  to  the  register  kept 
under  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963,  bringing  the 
total  to  150  .and  the  number  of  persons  employed  in  these  premises  to 

630. 

The  general,  inspection  of  26  registered  premises  was  carried  out, 
which  means  that  approximately  25.  of  the  shops  and  offic  es- registered 
by  the  Council  have  been  inspected. 

It  is  now  possible  to  make  some  comments  on  the  various  sections 
of  the  Act. 

Section  4 (Cle-anliness ) 

Premises  generally  are  kept  in.  a clean  state  but  there  have  been 
a few  examples  of  rather  dirty  conditions' in  parts  of  premises  away 
from  the  public  eye.  Certain  furnishings  and  fittings  are  often  over- 
looked by  office  cleaners  and  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  tops  of 
cupboards,  filing  cabinets,  etc.  liberally  covered  with  the  dust  and 
dirt  of  many  months. . 


Section  5 (Overcrowding) 

It  has  not  so  far  been  necessary  to  draw  owners'  attention  to 
any  premises  sc  overcrowded  as  to  cause  risk  of  injuiy  to  the  health 
of  persons  working  in  them.  It  is  considered  unlikely  that  there 
will  be  many  cases  where  the  "room  space"  standards  will  he  contravened 
when  those  standards  become  generally  enforceable  in  1967* 
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Section  6 (Temperature) 

The  requirement  that  a minimum  temperature  of  l.Sct!  (60.8°F)  shall 
"be  maintained  after  the  first  hour  of  working  is  one  which  is  not  being 
achieved  in  an  appreciable  number  cf  cases. 

In  some  cases  this  is  due  to  insufficient  or  unsuitable  means  of 
heating  and,  in  other  cases,  to  heating  systems  not  being  turned  on 
sufficiently  early  to  ensure  premises  being  warmed  up  until  well  into 
the  w or  king  day. 

Certain  shops  of  course  cannot  be  kept  at  anything  like  the 
prescribed  minimum  temperature  as  this  could  adversely  affect  stock 
(e.g,  fishmongers,  butchers,  etc.).  In  such  cases  employees  should 
have  "conveniently  accessible  and  effective  means"  of  warming  themselves 
and  must  be  given  reasonable  opportunities  for  using  these  means.  In  a 
few  ca.ses  it  may  be  difficult  to  provide  such  facilitios  and,  in  all 
cases,  employers  will  be.  concerned  that  staff  may  abuse  such  provisions. 
One  can  well  appreciate  the  employer's  attitude  when  he  is  reluctant  to 
provide  a comfortable,  warm  staff  room  and  then  find  his  staff  spend 
more  time  there  than  in  the  shop.  I feel  one  may  be  forced-  to  accept 
that,  in  a sms.ll  number  of  cases,  complete  compliance  vrith  Section  6 
may  not  be  possible. 

In  nearly  all  cases  it  has  been  necessary  to  require  the  provi- 
sion of  thermometers. 

Section  7 (¥entilation)_ 

i!o  serious  contraventions  of  the  requirements  of  this  section 
have  been  encountered,  ■ 

Section  8 (Lighting) 

This  section  is  one  which  causes  enforcement  difficulties  at  the 
present  time  in  the  absence  cf  any  prescribed  standard,  of  lighting. 

Some  business  owners  are  prepared  to  admit  that  the  lighting  in  part 
of  their  premises  is  poor  but  others  arc  reluctant  to  concede  the  point 
even  though _ desired  improvement  could  quite  easily  be  achieved  and.  at 
no  great  cost. 

At-  the  request  of  the  Kinistry  of  Labour  some  invest igatibn  into 
lighting  of  premises  wag  carried  out  in  the  dark  days  of  November.  The 
general  conclusion  to  which  one  comes  is  that  the  more  modern,  shop  and 
office  premises  generally  have  a quite  satisfactory  standard  of  light- 
ing at  around  30  lumens  per  sq,  ft.  Even  so  there  are  a few  exceptions 
where  the  odd  desk  or  filing  cabinet  is  tucked  away  in  a rather  dark 
comer, 

In  the  main  the  older  type  offices  r. re  often  below  any  reasonable 
standard  of  lighting.  In  no  case  was  a standard  of  less  than  5 lumens 
per  sq.  ft.  observed  but  in  at  least  3 premises  a standard  of  between 
5 and  10  lumens  per  sq.  ft.  (with  artificial  lights  on)  was  recorded 
in  offices  where  persons  were  employed  full-time.  In  the  main  the 
older  offices  were  found  to  have  lighting  in  the  range  15-25  lumens 
per  sq.  ft.  as  compa.red  with  the  Illuminated  Engineering  Society's 
recommended  code  of  30  lumens  per  sq.  ft.  minimum.  From  personal 
observations,  I would  feel  that  the  minimum  recommended  standard  to 
aim  at  should  be  in  the  region  of  25  lumens  per  sq.  ft,  and  it  should 
not  be  difficult  to  achieve  this  standard.  In  many  instances  appre- 
ciable improvement  would  be  obtained  by  moving  desks  to  obtain  better 
benefit  from  existing  natural  lighting  sources.  Even  on  a dull  ITovanber 
day  it  was  found  that  in  several  offices  much  improvement  could  this  be 
obtained  (up  to  15  lumens  per  sq.  ft.  more  light) . Further  improvements 
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can  be  obtained  by  installing  modem  strip  lighting  or  by  the  use  of 
individual  desk  lamps. 

•f'ne  standard  of  lighting  in  most  shops  is  generally  goal  - in 
excess  of  JO  lumens  per  sq.  ft.  There  are  one  or  two  not  _j  excep- 
tions and  this  is  rather  surprising  for  one  would  have  felt  that-  good 
lighting  would  have  been  one  of  the  essentials  to  attracting  more" 
shoppers.  The  lighting  situation  behind  the  scenes , however,  is  not 
so  satisfactory/.  It  was  not  uncommon  to -find  preparation  rooms  etc. 
(where  people  are  working  full  time)  with  lighting  in  the  10  - 15 
lumens  per  sq.  Lt.  category,  and  it:  very  few  instances  could  lighting 
in  such  rooms  and  in  many  -passages  and  stairways  be  considered  really 
adequate. 

Section  9 (Sanitary  C onveniences) 

In  the  premises  so  far  inspected  it  is  found  that  water  closets 
are  nearly  alway/9  provided  and  at  least  up  to  the  number  required  by 
the  Sanitary  Conveniences  Regulations,  1964.  Generally  such  toilets 
are  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition  although  in  some  cases  it 
is  necessary  to  request  the,  provision  of  electric  lighting. 

Section  10  (Wishing  Facilities) 

The  position  with  regard  to  washing  facilities  is  not  so  satis- 
factory/ and  it  is  being  found  necessary  to  require  quite  a number  of 
premises  to  be  provided  with  wash-basins  and  .hot  and  cold  water,  soap 
and  towel  s. 

Sections  11  - 25  (General  Provision  3) 

The  majority  of  the  points  covered  by  these  sections  seem  to  be 
fairly  well  complied  with  except  the  provisions  of  section  1 6 relating 
to  passages  and  stairs.  There  are  some  premises  where  there  are  stairs 
which  can  be  potentially/  dangerous  and  to  which  attention  will  have  to 
be  given. 

Notification  c f Accidents 

Only  three  accidents  were  reported  (under  the  requirements  cf 
Section  4-0)  which  caused  an  employee  to  be  off  his  regular  work  for 
three  days  cr  more.  One  of  these  notifications  only  came  in  as  a 
result  of  a.  direct  approach  I made  to  the  employer,  having  heard  of 
the  accident  frcr  another  source.  It  is  difficult  at  this  ste  e to 
know  whether  employees  in  shops  and  offices  in  hiss  are  particularly 
accident  free  or  whether  the  requirement  to  notify/  is  not  yet  fully 
understood. 

General  Con  elusion 

A circular  outlir ‘mg  the  main  requirements  of  the  Act  was  sent 
to  all  registered  employers.  This  has  resulted  in  a few  employers 
requesting  advice  on  certain,  points  in  order  to  ensure  their  premises 
comply/ing  with  the  requirements.  In  spite  of  being  given  those 
details,  however,  it  is  disappointing  that  when  an  inspection  is 
carried  out  it  is  often  found  that  simple  provisions  of  the  Act, 
like  the  provision  of  thermometers,  - first  aid  equipment  and  advice 
leaflets  for  staf  f , have  not  been  provided. 

It  will  probably/  be  three  or  four  y jars  before  all  premises  can 
be  inspected,  reported  upon  and  fully  brought  up  to  standard.  In 
the  meantime  when  any/  new  premises  are  to  be  opened  up,  or  when 
alterations  to  existing  one's  are  envisaged,  every  effort  is  made  to 
ensure  full  compliance  with  the  Act.  . 
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PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  REQUIRED  BY 


SECTION  123  (5)  FACTORIES  ACT  ,19  57 


Premises 

. - - - - . . . 

ITumb  er  on 
Register 

Lumber  of 
Inspections 

Lumber  of 
Written 
Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

^i)  Factories  in 

which  Sections 
1,2, 3, 4 and  6 
are  to  he 
en  f 0 rc  ed  by  the 

Local  --■> uthorit-v, 

1 

4 

- 

Nil 

Nil 

ilil 

1 

! 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local 

Autho  rity . 

in 

45 

I- . 

18 

2 

J 

i 

1 

l 

nil 

i 

■ • ! 

1 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by 
the  Local 
Authority, 

I 3 

j 

* 

1 — 1 

Nil 

1 

i 

Nil  1 

j ! 

SIMfcRY  OP  71  SITS  LADE  BY  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  IP  SPEC  TOR 


(a)  Gen  era  1 

Complaints  Investigated 

V i s it  s re  n ui  sane  e s 

Visits  re  insanitary  conditions 

Bitches,  Watercourses  etc. 

Accumulations  of  rubbish  etc. 

Swimming  Pool 

Water  Supplies 

Eactori es 

Smoke  Huisances 

Game  Licences 

Pet  Animals  Act 

Petroleum  Regulations 


63 

80 

3 

10 

6 

8 

8 

18 

2 

~7 

3 

2 
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Shops  - General 
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(a)  Gen  oral  c ontd . 

Visits  under  Offices;  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  87 

Rodent  Control  280 

Places  of  Hhtertainment  etc.  3 

Schools  6 

Visits  under  Boise  Abatement  Act  2 


Miscellaneous  38 

(h)  -lousing 

Visits  under  Rousing  and  Public  Health  Acts  141 

Visits  re  Improvement  Grants  I42 

Visits  re  Over-craving  3 

Visits  to  Caravan  Sites  81 

Council  Houses  - General  Inspections  30 

Council  Houses  - for  disrepairs  etc,  737 

Informal  Hot  ices  Served  10 

■ Formal  Hot  ices -Served-  Hil 

Hotices  Complied  vit-h  10 

Visits  re  Rent  Act  ...  11 

Visits  to  Housing  Applicants  84 

(c)  Infectious  Diseases 

Investigations  5 

(d)  Visits  tc  Food  Premises 

Bakehouses  5 

Grocers  24 

Fish  Shops  4 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  2 

Food  Manufacturing  Premises  10 

Butchers  Shops  21 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  12 

Market  Stall  and  Mobile  Food  Premises  9 

Visits  re  Unsound  Food  21 

Informal  Hotices  under  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  5 
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Visits  to  Slaughterhouse  334 

(f)  Drainage  and  Conservancy 

Drains  Inspected  and  jested  91 

Obstructed  Drains  Cleared  64 

Drains  Found  Defective  14- 

Visits  re  Septic  Ta^k/C  ess  pools  18 

Visits  re  Pail  Closets  87 

Visits  re  Trade  Effluents  37 

( g ) Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Visits  re  Collection  and  Disposal  11 4 
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